Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 67June 1974 of development of work on the hypothalamic humoral control of anterior pituitary hormone secretion is enabling finer distinction to be made between hypothalamic and/or pituitary deficit, and this exciting new area is touched upon in the section on diagnostic and investigative techniques. Further editions will doubtless enlarge upon the diagnostic potential of these discoveries which have not, as yet, displaced the standard tests of pituitary function which are well summarized by Dr Jenkins. Revision will also give him the opportunity of correcting the few errors in the booke.g. the confusion of 'effect' and 'affect' on pages 68-69; the mistaken transposition of hypopituitarism for hypothyroidism on p 125.
The critic's duty done, it remains only to recommend this small book as a valuable source of information and guidance to those who find themselves only occasionally, or This book is mainly about the simple chest X-ray in heart disease. It is based on a study of films in over 1500 patients in whom the anatomy of the heart and the physiology of the circulation were known. The significance of numerous well-known radiological signs in heart disease has been evaluated in relation to the newer anatomical and physiological knowledge provided by modern techniques of cardiac catheterization, angiocardiography or open heart surgery. In some cases computer techniques have been employed to assess certain signs. The authors favour standard postero-anterior, penetrated postero-anterior, and lateral films. Like most modern cardiac radiologists they make little use of oblique films, feeling that no very useful additional information is obtained provided a penetrated P-A view is available.
The book is divided into two halves. The first is related to the size, shape and position of the heart, its chambers and the great vessels, followed by the appearance of the lungs resulting from alterations in pressures and flow. There is also a section on skeletal and extracardiac changes in heart disease.
The second half of the book deals with lesions individually, emphasizing where the simple X-ray is of help in differential diagnosis and deciding the severity or relative importance of a lesion. The authors also emphasize the clinical approach throughout, feeling that the X-ray should be part of the clinical assessment of the patient. The work is lavishly illustrated with 375 figures, many of them multiple. The illustrations are generally of high quality and with a few exceptions show well the lesions indicated. The book is a valuable addition to the radiological literature and will prove of great help to both radiologists and cardiologists interested in the assessment of cardiac disease.
DAVID Although this is a radiological atlas of tumour pathology there is an illustrative text to each figure and an introductory summary at the beginning of each section. The volume contains 189 figures, many of them multiple, illustrating every variety of pulmonary tumour. The illustrations are all of excellent quality and of adequate size to illustrate the points made. The book provides a comprehensive radiological survey of all neoplasms occurring in the chest. It can be recommended to diagnostic radiologists, chest physicians and radiotherapists: indeed, to anyone who has to diagnose or deal with chest tumours.
A radiological atlas must stand or fall by the quality of its illustrations and by this criterion this volume cannot be faulted and should be deservedly successful and popular.
DAVID SUTTON Born to Fail by Peter Wedge and Hilary Prosser pp 64 illustrated £0.30 London: Arrow Books 1973 in association with the National Children's Bureau This is an extremely interesting short book about disadvantaged children, and it enumeiates their social, physical, and economic handicaps in a very straightforward fashion. It is a report of the National Child Development Study which is following the progress from birth to maturity of children born in one week during September 1958. Low income, bad housing, and large families are factors constantly reiterated throughout the study, and it is yet another sad reminder of the fact that the disadvantaged people make the least use of the facilities available to them. All doctors and medical students should read this book.
JAMES WILLIS

